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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR BOZEMAN 
Hello! I am looking forward to warmer, 
brighter days ahead. After a long, cold 
winter—and some challenging 

weather and flooding early this year—it’s a relief 
to finally feel summer settling in Audubon Park. 
The trees are green, the grass is growing, and 
the community is alive at our improved parks!  
Here’s a recap since our last newsletter:  
    Tori Shackleton, with eXp Realty, was 
appointed as Director of Parks and Recreation 
in January and led the charge for the Dogwood 
Festival. With her help, we had over 18 food 
trucks and vendors, and over 350 attendees! 
Thank you to all who donated their time to make 
this event a success, especially Tony Williams, 
Mary Mittel and Daniel Stephen who 
volunteered their time to make this a success!  
 
Now, for the rest of the year!   
As we look ahead to fiscal year 2026, I want to 
share that our upcoming budget reflects both 
our priorities and our responsibilities: to grow 
our city thoughtfully and to serve our residents 
with integrity and care.  This budget is about a 
vision and this year we're putting forward a plan 
that invests in our residents, our infrastructure 
and our city's future.  I'm proud to announce a 
major milestone—the City has fully paid off the 
road loan, an important achievement for this 
administration and the residents of Audubon 
Park. This early payment has saved the City 
roughly $14,000 in interest.  
 
We are aware another recall has been 
organized about our city taxes. That is well 
within the rights of our citizens, and I respect the 
civic mindedness of my neighbors. I do think 
there is a distinction between the usage of the 

taxes we pay to the federal government and the 
ones we intend to use here closer to home. No 
government is as important as your local 
government, and the stewardship of tax revenue 
is one of my most important goals.  
 
A clear example of why this matters is, I no 
longer believe we can count on FEMA or other 
branches of the federal government to assist 
Kentuckians in times of disaster. The tepid 
response to the Asheville floods, the Eastern 
Kentucky floods, and even more recently the 8th 
largest flood in Louisville’s history—where the 
federal government did not participate in helping 
the homes and businesses affected—drives 
home the point that we need to be ready to 
handle our business closer to home.  
 
We currently have an estimated $50,000 dollars 
in our emergency fund. As a comparison, the 
city of Waterson Park has $4 million.   
The average large tree that falls on city property 
has cost around $6,500 for complete removal. 
So, that means we have about 7.5 trees worth 
of emergency funds to help our citizens when 
the next natural disaster hits. (Plus, they are 
generally removed within a day or two and the 
roads are back open, rather than waiting on 
outside funding to help).  I don’t think we need 
to have millions of dollars sitting in an 
emergency fund, but it makes sense to me to be 
able to remove more than 7.5 trees after the 
next big storm.  
 
We also are staring down the barrel of road 
repairs in the next year or two. I would rather 
pay cash as we go, rather than cost residents 
interest with more road repair loans in the future. 
The recent repairs to Crossbill, Valley and 
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Falcon cost $15,000. This was necessary to 
prolong the roads because of the lack of funding 
to repave them. This is a short-term fix to a long- 
term problem.  
 
The point of all this is to show the .009 cent tax 
increase that has been proposed is designed to 
help our city develop an emergency fund, 
manage our affairs responsibly without taking 
on debt, and pay our employees a fair wage 
commiserate with the value they provide.  
Again, the efforts of our citizens to overturn the 
tax rate adjustment is an exercise in civic duty 
and organization, but short sighted in the needs 
of a developing city.  
 
As always, we welcome discussion about our 
City and how it operates. Please reach out to 
your council members, come to a City Council 
Meeting, or schedule a meeting with me to 
understand the future of Audubon Park. Let’s 
keep Audubon Park the safe beautiful place that 
it is!  
 
City taxes will be going out on the same 
schedule as last year. Without penalty, the taxes 
will be due before September 1, 2025. Expect 
them in your mailbox in late July.  

 

Independence Day Parade 
This year’s Independence Day Parade will be 
held July 3, 2025 at Oriole Park at 6:30PM. 
Audubon Country Club will be hosting their 

firework show on July 4th.  The Audubon Park 
Police Department will be closing Cardinal Drive 
at Thrush and Chickadee for residents to safely 
celebrate and watch the fireworks.  

Thank YOU! 
⋅ Carrie Gates for her balloon art she uses to spruce up 

the Dogwood Festival and City Hall.  

⋅ Alex Brey, Anita Garrison, and Mitchell Kersting for 
their support they show the City.  

⋅ Huge thank you to our Dogwood Festival 
Volunteers:  
T-Will, Ice Man, Chris and Sarah Bauer, Mary Mittel, 
Lindsay Strobel, Brenda Hartman, Sara Ulliman, The 
Bader Duo, Mark and Laura Stevens, Aaron Morris 
Olivia Powell 

Are We Better Than Average? 
Councilmember Austin Schwenker 

The “average” home in Audubon Park is 
$360,000. 

**This “average” is an increase of $73,000 (on 
average) from the previous year’s PVA 
Assessment**  

This shows the homes in our neighborhood are 
increasing in value from the recent 
investments/ improvements our city has made 
from scaling back specific budget lines, utilizing 
ARPA funds, matching grants, and investing in 
our personnel, drainage, roads, and parks — if 
we continue to make (modest yet) needed 
investments, our homes should continue to be 
a valuable asset for our families and 
community. 
The proposed rate allows for the city to set 
aside specific money for our road fund in order 
to prevent the city from borrowing money again 
to complete the project (likely at a higher 
interest rate and without the assistance of the 
large sum of money given to the City for 
improvements from the ARPA Funds).   
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Tax Rate Information: 

2025 tax rate (.232/$100) $835.20 
2026 proposed (.250/$100) $900.00 
2026 @4% rule (.241/$100) $867.60 

That means the “average” homeowner would 
pay $64.80 more than they did last year OR 
$32.40 more than what is allowed by the 4% 
rule… yielding $5.40 or $2.70 more per month 
for planning purposes depending on how you 
view or consider the increase.  

So yes, there is a theory of thought that 
homeowners are being encouraged and 
challenged to contribute on “average” an 
additional $32.40 this next tax cycle or $2.70 per 
month to help make sure we have funds to 
upkeep and maintain our roadways while 
creating a surplus for the inevitable larger 
expenditure of replacing roadways that become 
beyond repair.   
If anyone would like to know their specific tax 
rates, please feel free to email your home 
address to aschwenker@audubonparkky.gov  
and I would be happy to send back your 
specific calculations! 

AUDUBON PARK GARDEN CLUB NEWS 
Joanne Bader 

We would like to invite everyone to consider 
joining the Garden Club. Membership is no 
longer restricted to Audubon Park residents 
and in recent years, we have seen several 
non-residents join as well as several 
husband/wife couples. The annual cost of 
membership is $35 per individual and $65 per 
couple. If you are interested in joining, please 
contact Membership Chair Janet Shumate at 
636-0111 or Club President Rose Cantrell at 
640-5299.  

Contact Information City Officials 
Building Director- 
buildingdirector@audubonparkky.gov 
Code Enforcement- 
codeenforcement@audubonparkky.gov  
Joe Tronzo Jtronzo@audubonparkky.gov 

Olivia Powell  Opowell@audubonparkky.gov 
Joe Brenner Jbrenner@audubonparkky.gov 
Pete Becker pbecker@audubonparkky.gov 
Brenda Hartman bhartman@audubonparkky.gov 
Austin Schwenker 
aschwenker@audubonparkky.gov  
Tori Shackleton events@audubonparkky.gov  
Archives  archives@audubonparkky.gov 
 

AUDUBON PARK POLICE 
Mike Murdoch- Police Chief 

  Summer is off to a great start, even with the 
rainy May we’ve had. I’m proud to share that 

crime is at an all-time low in Audubon 
Park. This achievement is a direct 
result of the dedication and hard work 
of the men and women of our Police 

Department.  
I want to take a moment to highlight an 
important aspect of how we serve you—our 
dispatch system. Many of you reach out to us 
through Dispatch, which is operated by the 
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Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office. When you 
call 502-574-5471, you’re not just speaking to 
someone who passes along a message—
you’re initiating a critical process. 
Whether you’re reporting a suspicious person 
or vehicle, witnessing a crime, or simply need 
assistance, dispatchers log your call into a 
system known as CAD (Computer-Aided 
Dispatch). This information is immediately 
shared with our officers and other first 
responders. These records help us respond 
quickly and efficiently, and they also create an 
official record that helps ensure accountability 
and follow-up. 
When one of our officers is dispatched to your 
location, the system tracks that interaction. It 
allows me to review calls, confirm that 
residents received the help they needed, and 
identify any trends or areas for improvement. 
So, please don’t hesitate to call—even if your 
concern isn’t urgent. If you need to reach an 
Audubon Park Police Officer for any reason, 
the number to call is 502-574-5471. We’re here 
to help, and your calls help us serve you better. 

Join the Forest Board 

This past spring, our City Forester, Ryan Lewis, 
planted several new trees in residents’ yards 
and throughout our parks. We’re looking for 
residents and friends to join the Forest Board 
and help us continue growing Audubon Park’s 
beautiful canopy. If you're interested, email us! 

‘Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of Place Initiative’ 

Pete Hall-Resident & Employee of Audubon Park  
      Working with Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of 
Place Initiative continues to be a great source of 
pride. I’m honored to collaborate with so many 
generous residents who have donated time, 
money, and materials to beautify our parks and 
community spaces. 

One recent highlight: the roof of the Wren Park 
Fairy House—built by Dennis Smith and Bob 
Krebs—was lifted atop a 9-foot oak stump. 
Thanks to Jerome and Lisa Lynch, and the 
expert lift work of Ben Wagler, the Fairy Queen’s 

future penthouse is nearly move-in ready! 
Follow progress via the Fairy Newsletter, posted 
at the Wren Gnome and Fairy Houses. 
Pride of Place projects completed and/or 
are underway as follows: 
⋅ Picnic Tables crafted from Eastern Red Cedar 

⋅ Swing Sets installed in Crossbill and Oriole Parks 

⋅ Brick Pads beneath benches and trash cans 

⋅ Park Signs repainted for better visibility 

⋅ Valve Boxes replaced for water supply 

⋅ Trash Can Covers  

⋅ Fill Dirt used to level sunken areas in Robin, Wren, 
and Crossbill Parks 

⋅ Park Reseeding underway 

⋅ Extensive Electrical Work in Wren Park 

⋅ New Plantings throughout all parks 

⋅ Crossbill Park: overgrown bushes replaced with 
boulders and grass 

⋅ City Hall: new 30-amp receptacles support events 
like the Chili Cook-Off 

⋅ Monarch Waystation Gardens cleaned and 
maintained in Robin and Oriole Parks 

⋅ Tree Care: trimming, mulching, and storm debris 
repurposed as mulch 

⋅ Quartzite Donation: a 350–400 pound stone from 
Steve Walsh now sits at the Crossbill Gnome 
House—believed to bring peace and well-being. 
Take a seat and enjoy. 

Donations 
Picnic Tables & Swing Sets: 
Steve & Becky Morris • Rosie & Bob Flener • Mike 
& Marian Hellmueller • Jennifer Clements • Stefan 
& Heather Rumancik • Maryanne & Tom Duvall • 
Kim Cotton • Todd Weber • Alan Hardesty • Joni 
Dye • Aaron Miller • Mark Steven • Garden Club of 
Audubon Park • Pat & Carl Heger • Mittel Family 
Gnome & Fairy Houses: 
Molly & Van Clouse • Susan & Greg Clare • Renee 
Harlow • George Hart (American Roofing & Metal 
Co.) • Stefan Rumancik (Designer Builders) • Ray 
Nolan Roofing Co. • Bob Bickett • Ray Nieman 
Time & Equipment: 
Tony Sermersheim – fill dirt & boulders • Steve & 
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Becky Morris – Crossbill rototilling • Jim Gardner – 
Wren Park rototilling • Joe Walker – Wren Park 
electrical repairs • Linda Salansky – Green 
Quartzite procurement and Robin Garden care • 
Mary Anne Duvall – Curlew Garden care • Steve & 
Jackie Ross – donated a 30" Craftsman mower • 
Molly Clouse – Fairy Newsletter production • Jeff 
Prewitt – boulder placement, planting, and 
guidance 
Thanks to everyone making this initiative shine 
with pride and imagination! 

News You Can Use 
⋅ Permits are required for any work on city street 

easement trees including pruning or removal. Tree 
companies must have insurance.  

⋅ If you have questions about building plans or would 
like to make a complaint regarding a violation, 
reach out to Otto Mock. 502-554-6105 
codeenforcement@audubonparkky.gov   

⋅ Street light outages can be reported through our 
website or https://tinyurl.com/yheksmmx  

⋅ Property owners 65+ get a Homestead Exemption 
on their primary residence. Contact the PVA for 
details. 

⋅ Mattresses and upholstered furniture must be 
wrapped in plastic and scheduled to be picked up. 

⋅ Sign up for Reach Alert to get monthly trash and 
recycling schedules sent to you: 
https://tinyurl.com/yc7ct83y

⋅ What’s a Quarter Worth These Days? 
By Councilor Joe Brenner 

⋅ Every year at this time, the Mayor and the six City Councilors go through the arduous task 
of creating a budget for the City of Audubon. It might seem like an odd time to be doing a 
budget—unless you know that all municipalities, including Audubon Park, operate on a July 
1 to June 30 fiscal year. Seems dumb to me, but it is what it is. 

⋅ So, the budget we’re working on now is for the fiscal year of July 1, 2025 to June 30, 
2026. As I’m sure most readers know, the city taxes we collect are the major source of 
revenue for our budget. The tax rate for the current fiscal year is 23.2 cents per 
hundred dollars of PVA-assessed value on your home. In addition to that, you’ll also see 
a separate charge for trash collection—but that’s a topic for another time and not part of 
this diatribe. 

⋅ So, as we contemplate putting together the budget for fiscal year end June 30, 2026, all 
cities like Audubon Park consider what the tax rate should be to run the City and balance 
the budget. On an annual basis, the State of Kentucky allows a 4% increase if the city 
deems it is needed. Any amount above the 4% annual increase would be subject to a recall 
by the citizens of that city. In round numbers, a 4% increase would net the city about 
$40K, since our budget is approximately $ 1 million. 

⋅ Suffice it to say, since Mayor Bozeman took office 2 years ago, and 4 of the 6 City 
Councilors came in with her, I would argue that this group has been frugal and resourceful 
with the tax dollars entrusted to it. The main goal has been to maintain and improve the 
parks, protect the tree canopy, keep up the roads, preserve our style of life (safety for 
walkers, runners, pets etc.), support the police to ensure our safety as best we can. In 
addition, it would also be nice if property values continued to increase over time, which 
they have. I think all of these goals have come to fruition at some level. But, this kind of 
work continues on over time. Roads wear out, trees need to be addressed as they get old, 
we have to keep the police reasonably up to date with equipment and technology.  

⋅ As you can visibly see nice improvements have been made to the parks, led by our super 
dude, Captain Pete. He is a resident of the Park employed by the City to lead “Mayor 
Bozeman’s Pride of Place” to improve the park, with swing sets, landscape, benches and 

mailto:codeenforcement@audubonparkky.gov
https://tinyurl.com/yheksmmx
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such. I hear nothing but good things from residents who live near our parks, but these 
improvements cost money.  

⋅ Let me make a small point of what you DON'T see here. Presently, our Mayor and Council 
work for FREE. I can tell you from personal experience, our mayor works a minimum of 20 
hours a week on city matters. There is always something going on to deal with, such as the 
budget, garbage contracts, resident issues, working with the police, leading the effort on 
the most successful Dogwood festival, things like that. They don't just happen. She does it 
because she wants to keep Audubon thriving both now and in the future. The council feels 
the same way. 

⋅ So, back to the 2026 fiscal budget. In this budget, it is the intention of both the Mayor and 
Council to request a tax rate of 25 cents per hundred, which is about an 8% increase over 
the last budget approved. To give you an idea of what that means, see below: 
a) Our current rate of 23.2 cents raised us $500K last fiscal year 
b) The 4% allowable increase would raise us $520K for fiscal 2026 
c) The proposed 25 cents would raise us about $540K for fiscal 2026 
The increased revenue would be spent on previously discussed projects. In addition, we 
would likely be able to put some of the increase away in our road reserve fund, which 
today is woefully underfunded. While our roads generally look good today, we have 7–8 
miles of pavement to take care of. What this means is that likely twice a year, we will have 
to spend money to patch and predominately seal the seams we have on the roads. The 
goal is to make them last as long as possible, while we build a reserve so we don't have to 
borrow money the next time we must pave the roads. Municipalities, IMO, should never 
borrow money. We need to pay as we go. Cities don't have credit cards to operate off of. 

⋅ To put it in perspective: the proposed 25-cent tax rate would generate about $20,000. 
Spread across the 570+ homes in our city, that’s less than $3 per month, or roughly 
$35 per home per year—some more, some less, depending on individual property 
values. A small investment with a meaningful return. 

⋅ To conclude, I named this diatribe "What's a Quarter Worth These Days?" It’s worth a 
lot at a 25-cents-per-hundred tax rate. Better parks, safer roads, wonderful police, 
growing trees, increasing home values—all good things.  
Hope you agree. 
Joe Brenner 
Audubon Park City Council 
jbrenner@audubonparkky.gov 
502.939.9000 
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