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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR BOZEMAN 
Hello! Hoping everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas and holiday season. We are so 
thankful to all the men and women who 
decorated our streetlamps for the holidays! Your 
work does not go unnoticed.  
Here’s a recap since our last newsletter: 
      The Cornbread and Chili Cookoff with the 

Cops was a hit! It was a well-
attended event, with perfect weather, 
great food, fantastic prizes and the 
best residents in the state. Nearly 30 

different entries were submitted, and it made for 
a great turn out. We are especially grateful to all 
our donors, including Charley’s Cheesesteaks, 
Audubon Country Club, and Frank’s Meat and 
Produce who made this event even more 
special with their donations.  
The Audubon Park Police Department escorted 
Santa and Mrs. Claus through the streets, 
spreading Christmas cheer, and two days later, 
the Fern Creek Fire Department lit up their truck 
with 10,000+ lights, offering photo ops with 
Santa at Audubon Country Club. Thank you to 
all involved!  
Thanks to Chief Mike Murdoch we now have an 
official .gov website (for free!) to better 
differentiate our official city website and email 
addresses. A few changes have been made to 
employee and elected official emails, be sure to 
make note of those changes for communication 
moving forward.  
Now, for the rest of the year!      
The park is seeing exciting improvements, 
including updates to our city entry gardens, new 
swings, and picnic tables being installed. These 
enhancements are made possible by the 
generous contributions of our residents and our 
newest employee, Pete Hall, who leads the 

'Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of Place Initiative.' 
Support has come from financial donations, in-
kind gifts, and volunteer efforts, all helping to 
make the park a better place for everyone. A big 
thank you to all who have been involved.  
 
As we approach the end of the snow season, it's 
important to turn our focus to the condition of our 
roads. We, as a city, are solely responsible for 
the maintenance of our roadways. As 
mentioned in our previous newsletter, our road 
fund is currently underfunded due to ongoing 
payments to an existing road loan. We’re 
working on city finances to strengthen the road 
fund so that when the time comes—sooner than 
we'd like—to repave and repair our roads, we 
won't have to take out another loan or drain the 
small reserve we have. This would ensure that 
we can continue to invest in improving the park, 
hosting festivals and other community projects 
without further financial strain.   
 
In the next few months, you’ll receive a postcard 
inviting you to a Town Hall Meeting at City Hall. 
This meeting will focus on the proposed tax rate 
for our City. The tax rate has not been 
determined; it will be voted on by the council to 
meet the needs of our City. Remember, the 
taxes we collect here in Audubon Park stay 
within our community. These funds help 
maintain and improve our roads, parks, public 
safety, tree purchasing/planting programs, and 
the overall quality of life Audubon is known for. 
Please plan to attend and share your thoughts 
on how we should prioritize the use of these 
funds. 
We welcome discussion about this important 
topic and encourage each resident to reach out 
to your council members, come to a City Council 
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Meeting, or schedule a meeting with me to 
understand the budget plans we think are 
necessary. Let’s keep Audubon Park the safe 
beautiful place that it is!  
We look forward to hearing your voice at the 
Town Hall meeting. 

The Dogwood Festival—April 19 
Tori Shackleton, with eXp Realty, was 
appointed as Director of Parks and 
Recreation for the Dogwood Festival.  

She has agreed to volunteer her time to work 
beside me on this year’s Dogwood Festival. Be 
prepared for an even better event this year! 
Sara Ulliman, Olivia Powell, and Blaire Killmeier 
are once again supporting the efforts and vision 
of this amazing festival. This festival has 
continued to grow year after year, and a lot of 
time and volunteer effort is spent making it 
happen. We depend on volunteers to make this 
event happen and support the upkeep of our 
parks. Please check our Facebook page, 
Audubon Park City Hall, for the link to sign up to 
volunteer.  

 
 

Thank YOU! 
⋅ Jason Payne, Otto Mock, Pete Hall, and Ed Seger—

these are the men who helped make sure our roads 
were clean this snowy January. 

⋅ Carrie Gates for her balloon art she uses to spruce up 
our events 

⋅ The donors who made the picnic tables and 
improvements possible in our parks!  

AUDUBON PARK POLICE 
Mike Murdoch- Police Chief 

  I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday 
season and is anticipating warmer weather. I 

am pleased to share some great news 
with our community—crime in Audubon 
Park has declined 25% in 2024 

compared to 2023, making our neighborhoods 
safer for everyone. This success is a testament 
to the dedication of our officers, the support of 
our residents, and the strong partnerships we 
have built with other agencies. Our 
commitment to community policing continues 
to deter criminal activity before it happens. 
While we know that crime still occurs even in 
the safest cities, you can be assured our 
Detective is ready to investigate if it happens in 
Audubon Park. Our department has cleared 
77% of reported property crimes in 2024, an 
outstanding rate compared to the national 
average of just 15%. This means that in our 
city, crime victims are far more likely to see 
justice served and their property recovered. 
While we celebrate these achievements, we 
remain focused on maintaining this momentum 
of keeping our city safe.  
We encourage all residents to stay engaged by 
reporting suspicious or criminal activity to our 
dispatch center at 502-574-5471. 
 
Officer Tommy Davis had the distinct honor of 
representing Audubon Park at this year’s 
inauguration, showcasing the professionalism 
and dedication that defines our agency. 
Tommy worked alongside law enforcement 
agencies from across the country to ensure the 
safety and security of the event. Serving at 
such a high-profile event is a testament to 
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Tommy’s commitment to duty and the trust 
placed in our department on a national level. 
 

Tree Replacement Reminder 
If you've had a tree removed, died, or fallen, please 
remember that each resident is responsible for 
planting a new tree in the right-of-way within one 
year. The City Council has started a tree grant 
program to help offset the cost and labor. For just 
$150, you can purchase a tree and have our city 
forester plant it for you. It’s never too late to help 
keep our tree canopy thriving and ensure a green 
future for Audubon Park. To learn more or get on 
the tree list, please contact us at 
forestboard@audubonparkky.gov  

 

Contact Information City Officials 
Building Director- 
buildingdirector@audubonparkky.gov 
Code Enforcement- 
codeenforcement@audubonparkky.gov  
Joe Tronzo Jtronzo@audubonparkky.gov 
Olivia Powell  Opowell@audubonparkky.gov 
Joe Brenner Jbrenner@audubonparkky.gov 
Pete Becker pbecker@audubonparkky.gov 
Brenda Hartman bhartman@audubonparkky.gov 
Austin Schwenker 
aschwenker@audubonparkky.gov  
Tori Shackleton events@audubonparkky.gov  

Archives  archives@audubonparkky.gov  
Forest Board forestboard@audubonparkky.gov 

‘Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of Place Initiative’ 
My name is Pete Hall, and I have lived in 
Audubon Park with my wife Laura for 23 years. 
After recently retiring after 45 years in the 
merchant marine industry, I am honored to be 
working on ‘Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of Place 
Initiative’ for Audubon Park.   
 
Here’s a little bit about myself: I retired as 
captain of research ships for government-
funded scientists studying global warming and 
the Arctic ice cap. I led oceanography teams 
on three-week cruises, often over 500 nautical 
miles north of the Arctic Circle. I’ve also 
captained a tug and barge unit delivering 
construction equipment along the Yukon River, 
conducted seabed mapping in the South China 
Sea, supported the first fiber optic cable 
installation in Alaska, and used high-tech 
underwater equipment to survey damage after 
the Deepwater Horizon explosion. Additionally, 
I captained passenger ships for Windjammer 
Cruise Line, where I met my wife. 
 
My final duty assignment before retiring was as 
a vessel manager for a ship leased to the 
Military Sealift Command. I worked with the US 
Navy’s Superintendent of Salvage, overseeing 
operations in San Diego, Pearl Harbor, Guam, 
Japan, Singapore, and across the Pacific 
Ocean, all while managing the ship’s high-tech 
equipment and support. 
 
Our neighborhood holds a special place in my 
heart. After long trips at sea, the moment I 
turned onto Audubon Parkway and passed 
under the canopy of trees, I felt the tension 
melt away. There’s something truly calming 
about coming home to the beauty of Audubon 
Park. Now with more free time, I wanted to give 
back to the city. I want to make sure that others 
continue to feel the same calming effect I felt 
every time I came home from sea.  
I recently read the City of Audubon Park’s 
Mission Statement. It is: To provide its citizens 
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with a safe and vibrant neighborhood focusing 
on the preservation of trees and maintaining a 
communal atmosphere that fosters a high 
quality of life. 
‘Mayor Bozeman’s Pride of Place Initiative’ is a 
commitment to the beautification of our city.  
With the help of volunteers and donations, we 
have been working on several projects. We 
have installed brick pads in front of park 
benches to eliminate the mud underfoot. New 
picnic tables, made with high quality Eastern 
Red Cedar grown here in Kentucky, have been 
built and placed in the parks. Four 20-amp 
electrical receptacles were installed at City Hall 
for outside events such as the very well 
attended Chili Cookoff last October. Numerous 
cavities, divots and deep depressions in the 
ground caused by removed stumps and rotting 
tree roots have been filled in. While we’re 
grateful for our dedicated volunteers, we can’t 
rely on the same few people to do all the work. 
As our needs grow, it’s important that more 
residents step up to share the responsibility. 
 

THIS IS A CALL FOR ACTION!  
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 
Our five parks need a lot of tender loving care. 
All the parks have rotting tree roots leaving 
deep depressions in the ground that require 
constant filling and grading. Numerous large 
trees have been lost from old age and storms, 
and they leave large depressions in the ground 
requiring truckloads of fill dirt. The electric 
service in Henderson Park needs extensive 
repairs to support the Dogwood festival.  
Our parks are the centerpiece of the beautiful 
community, we can’t let this slip away.  
Volunteers are needed for: 
*The Dogwood Festival and all community 
events 
*“ADOPT A PARK”  
*“SPONSOR A PARK”—money/in-kind 
donations. 
*Help write grants 
*Help fundraise for the City 
 

To those of you with some spare time or able 
to donate, please consider joining our efforts to 
keep Audubon Park the beautiful place it is. 
Email me if you would like to volunteer 
phall@audubonparkky.gov and 
most of all, come to the City Council Meeting 
6PM on the third Monday for each month, or 
attend the upcoming Town Hall meeting 
regarding the taxes and get involved!  

AUDUBON PARK GARDEN CLUB NEWS 
Joanne Bader 

Upcoming Garden Club Programs for 2025  
Garden Club programs are open to all 
residents and their guests and are held at 
Audubon Park City Hall, 3340 Robin Road, 
beginning at 1 p.m. (unless otherwise noted). 
We would like to invite everyone to consider 
joining the Garden Club. Membership is no 
longer restricted to Audubon Park residents 
and in recent years, we have seen several 
non-residents join as well as several 
husband/wife couples. The annual cost of 
membership is $35 per individual and $65 per 
couple. If you are interested in joining, please 
contact Membership Chair Janet Shumate at 
636-0111 or Club President Rose Cantrell at 
640-5299.  
Upcoming programs include: 
Monday, March 10, 2025: “Germinating Seeds” with 

guest speaker, Jennifer L. Palmer, Horticultural 
Agent with the Jefferson County Extension Office.  

Tuesday, April 8, 2025: “Gardening for Pollinators, 
Butterflies and Hummingbirds” with guest speaker, 
Linda Porter, the Butterfly and Pollinator Chair of 
The Garden Club of Kentucky, Inc. This program 
will be held in conjunction with the Garden Club’s 
Spring Luncheon and will take place at Audubon 
Country Club, 3265 Robin Road at 11:45 am. There 
is a charge for the luncheon; if interested in 
attending, please contact Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Anita Garrison at 939-6601 or Jan Huber at 634-
4489. 
Monday, May 12, 2025: “Container Gardening” with 
guest speaker Ron Hirsch, General Manager of 
Wallitsch Garden Center. This program will be a 
field trip to Wallitsch Garden Center at 2608 Hikes 
Lane. Carpooling is available at 12:30 pm from the 
Audubon CC parking lot and the meeting will begin 
at 1 pm. 

mailto:phall@audubonparkky.gov
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Saturday/Sunday, June 21-22, 2025: “Old Louisville 
Garden Tour”. Held annually in the Old Louisville 
neighborhood at St. James Court, the Garden Club 
will provide carpooling from the Audubon CC 
parking lot, leaving at 11 am on Saturday only. 
Anyone is welcome to come at their own 
convenience and the hours are 10 am to 5 pm. 
There is a charge for the tour and tickets can be 
purchased in advance for a discount or at the site 
on the day of the tours. For more information, go to 
www.oldlouisvillegardentour.org. 
 
Next Brightside Cleanup Scheduled for April 19th 
 Audubon Park has participated in the Brightside 
Cleanup for over a decade, focusing its efforts on 
cleaning litter and weeds from the City’s entrance 
and contiguous areas on Preston Highway. The 
spring event will be held on the 3rd Saturday in 
April, on the 19th, beginning at 9 am at the Preston 
Highway entrance. Trash bags, garden gloves and 
some gardening tools to help with the cleanup will 
be provided but volunteers are also encouraged to 
bring their own brooms, weeders, dustpans and 
rakes! 
Volunteers are needed and students needing 
service hours are welcome! The timing of the event 
is perfect as it spruces up the city during the 
Dogwood Festival season. If you have any 
questions, please contact Marie Eff at 635-7928. 
Please plan to volunteer for an hour or two! 

News You Can Use 
⋅ Permits are required for any work on city street 

easement trees including pruning or removal. Tree 
companies must have insurance.  

⋅ If you have questions about building plans or would 
like to make a complaint regarding a violation, 
reach out to Otto Mock. 502-554-6105 
codeenforcement@audubonparkky.gov   

⋅ Street light outages can be reported through our 
website or https://tinyurl.com/yheksmmx  

⋅ Property owners 65+ get a Homestead Exemption 
on their primary residence. Contact the PVA for 
details. 

⋅ Mattresses and upholstered furniture must be 
wrapped in plastic and scheduled to be picked up. 

⋅ Sign up for Reach Alert to get monthly trash and 
recycling schedules sent to you: 
https://tinyurl.com/yc7ct83y  

⋅ The City Clerk’s office is open Monday-Friday 9am-
3pm. Check the City Website if you are unsure 
about holidays.  

REPEAT OFFENDERS 
Councilmember Joe Brenner 

Many of you may remember the op-ed piece I 
wrote in the last newsletter.  The topic was the 
Audubon City tax rate (which is 23.2 cents per 
hundred dollars of PVA valuation). The point I 
attempted to make was that our City tax rate is 
too low (IMO). The recommendation I made 
was to keep it at 28 cents per hundred dollars 
as it was years prior. From a financial 
perspective, the City sits with $109K in 
reserves, which money sits in the segregated 
road fund account.  The road fund is the 
account we use to keep our roads in good 
repair.  Audubon Park has 8-9 miles of roads in 
total.  At the time we did the last fiscal budget, 
last spring, the Mayor and I reached out to 
many cities across Jefferson County to get an 
idea as to how those mayors ran their cities.  
We discovered that all the cities we talked to 
had reserves, some as much as 7 figures and 
that our tax rate of 23.2 cents was the lowest of 
the bunch.  Some rates were as high as 32 
cents per hundred.   
 
When we put together last year’s fiscal budget, 
for 2025 (July 1, 2024, to June 30 of 2025), the 
mayor and the council approved a tax rate of 
28 cents per hundred, which would have raised 
an additional $100K (about $200 per home).  
We told the taxpayers that if the tax rate held, 
we would take the extra $100K and put it in the 
road fund, plus $100K from the general fund to 
pay off the road debt we had with a local bank.  
At that point in time, we would have been out 
of debt and would have started the process of 
replenishing the road fund.  As it turned out, 
our former distinguished mayor, Dorn 
Crawford, led a recall effort on the tax rates 
and ultimately the tax rate Audubon residents 
paid was 23.2 cents rather than the 28 cents 

http://www.oldlouisvillegardentour.org/
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as recommended by the Mayor and Council.   
 
So that brings you up to date on that issue.  
Now we start the fiscal 2026 budget process, 
with the same issue(s).   Since I personally (I 
don't speak for the Mayor or the City Council) 
feel the same way I did last year, I decided to 
consult with a higher power before I wrote this 
piece.   I talked to my personal mentor, Bugs 
Bunny, whom I find to be clairvoyant.  He told 
me, “If at first you don't succeed, take another 
whack at it”. 
 
Our road fund sits at $109K and our debt is 
$50K (Paid 50K out of general fund on the 
debt).  If you've driven around the park, you will 
see some roads need repair, Dove is a 
particular one to note.  In early March, the 
Mayor and I made a date with a road repair 
firm, to canvass our roads and see how they 
have survived winter.  There is clearly some 
damage to deal with that is visible.  As you 
know, the responsibility of keeping our 8-9 
miles of roads in good repair falls to the City of 
Audubon.  We get no help from anywhere else.    

Of all the things I've learned about Audubon 
Park during my last two years as City 
Councilor, the following stand out: 
 
A. Residents want a police force that is 
dedicated, full time and keeps Audubon as 
pristine as possible.   
B. We love our trees. 
C. Residents want the city to be safe so they 
can walk, jog, or walk their pets, and they want 
the ability to do so at any time, 24/7. 
 
So, in concluding this diatribe, I want what I 
think the residents want.  In building the budget 
for 2026, I will recommend that we raise the tax 
rate above the present 23.2 cents.  To keep 
Audubon Park what we want it to be, I would 
recommend that the additional dollars raised 
be used to pay off the remaining debt and to 
further fund the road fund.  
 
So, as Walter Cronkite used to say, that's my 
opinion... 
Joe Brenner 
502-939-9000 jbrenner@audubonparkky.gov

 


