The Honorable Madeline Bozeman, Mayor
Cecilia Niemann, City Clerk
Mike Murdoch, Police Chief
City Hall: 3340 Robin Road
www.AudubonParkKY.org
nAudubon Park City Hall
637-5066

City Councilmembers:

Pete Becker
Joe Brenner
Austin Schwenker

Michael Hartman
Bill Shackleton
Brenda Hartman

Issue 104 Fall 2024

FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR BOZEMAN
Hello! Once again, spring and summer have
flown by leaving us ready for the cooler
mornings and breezy nights!

Here’s a recap since our last newsletter:

The City Councilmembers unanimously
agreed to keep the Ad Valorem tax rate at 28
cents per $100 for this fiscal year. The decision
was crucial for several reasons: it would allow
us to pay off the road loan, address the shortfall
in the emergency fund, and begin saving for
future road repairs paving, and overall
improvements to the city’s infrastructure.

Five people attended the Town Hall
meeting to discuss the proposed tax rate, and
some misinformation was spread about the
rationale and whether it was associated with the
recent PVA evaluations and trash collection. A
recall was held, which is clearly within the
citizens' rights, based on the misguided belief
that the city had an excess of funds. The city is
in debt, a fact that was not communicated to
residents.

As a resident of Audubon Park for my entire
life, | share concerns about rising taxes and
expenses, and | understand that people don’t
want to spend more than they feel necessary.
However, the result of the recall is that we've
reverted to the 2003 tax rate, which clearly
hasn’t kept up with inflation and the demands of
our current economy. The city relies on
volunteers—including the mayor, council,
building director, forest board, and parks and
recreation board—to support combined efforts
of this city. These volunteers have been crucial
in shaping the city, but as schedules become
busier, there are fewer volunteers. With limited
funding and dwindling volunteer support, we
need residents and employees to collaborate in

tackling the budget shortfalls we’re facing. This
is where we come together as a community to
determine the solution in moving forward.

| encourage all residents to reach out to us
directly at City Hall and/or attend our council
meetings to obtain accurate information and
participate in the discussion. Engaging with us
directly is the best way to stay informed, rather
than relying on social media or other sources
that may not fully represent the truth or may
have unspoken agendas.

The Dogwood Festival was a hit! Tori
=, Shackleton, with the help of Sarah
7% Ulliman, Blaire Killmeier, and Olivia
Powell, planned a spectacular event
filed with children’s activities, vendor booths,
and live entertainment. It was an event to
remember. We appreciate all of you who signed
up to help during the event. The planning for
next year's Dogwood Festival will begin soon. If
you would like to sponsor the festival, volunteer,
or be a vendor, please email us as we begin to
compile our lists for the 2025 festival.
clerk@audubonparkky.org Remember, these
festivals and parties that we all enjoy can'’t
happen without your help!

As of July 1, 2024 our new contract with
Waste Management started. Thankfully, we
started planning in April so that we could get
most everyone a green issued WM can prior to
the start of the contract. The most noticeable
change is the "Cart Contents Only" update,
which means only the items inside the cart will
be emptied. This isn't just a WM policy; it was
standard among all bidders for our City. For
questions about garbage pickup, please contact
us and we’ll assist you!
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We held our annual Independence
Day parade starting at Oriole Park and making
a lap around the city. The turnout was great, lots
of kiddos and adults dressed in their patriotic
best, despite the summer heat and threat of
storms. The parade is always a great time and
makes me proud to live in Audubon. Thanks to
Phocus, Austin Schwenker, Oliva, Ryan,
Brenda, Sara, and the Audubon Park Police
Department. Their support and popsicles after
the parade made this one of the best parades,
yet!

Now, for the rest of the year!

Get ready for our City-Wide Yard Sale on
Saturday, October 12 from 8:00 AM to 2:00
PM! It's a great opportunity to find bargains,
declutter, and connect with your neighbors.
Don’t miss out on this fun community event! If
you plan to participate, please sign up using this
link https://signup.com/go/LLNjWW?z or call us!

- We’re thrilled to announce that our
@ Second Annual Chili and Cornbread
¥ Cook-Off with the Cops, hosted by
our Audubon Park Police Department, is coming
back! Start practicing because on October 29,
from 5:30 to 7:30 PM, we’re looking for the Blue
Ribbon Winners of Audubon Park. Just like last
year, you don’t have to compete to join us. You'll
be able to sample the contestant’s chili and
cornbread, while enjoying some chili from
Frank’'s Meat and Produce’s. We’re also
encouraging kids to come dressed in their
favorite Halloween costumes, adding a touch of
spooky spirit to the evening. Whether you're
competing with your top chili or cornbread
recipes or simply coming to taste and enjoy, say
hello to our Police Department and the UL
Hospital—Burn Center. Mark your calendars
and join us for a flavorful, fun-filled evening of
community spirit. We are thankful to our
sponsors and donors who have made this
possible for our neighborhood. RSVP using this
link https://signup.com/go/VWVPC|S or call us!

As we approach the holiday season, don’t
forget to light up your homes in time for Santa to
come through the streets on December 8. The
Audubon Park Police Department will be pulling
Santa starting at 6PM throughout the
neighborhood. Listen for music and be on the
lookout for the lights of the police -car.
If the Fern Creek Fire Department brings Santa
to Audubon Country Club, we will be sure to
send out a message using Reach Alert.

Please make sure to protect our tree canopy
by planting trees in the easement as they are
lost. Help us keep Audubon unique and
beautiful by replacing the trees we lose each
year. If you would like to join our grant program,
please reach out to us.

Communication

Have a question? Want to be signed up for
our community alerts by voice, email or text?
Feel free to reach out to City Clerk and she
can help you! 502.637.5066

Scan the code above to be taken directly to
our City Communications page.

Other ways to receive info from Audubon
Park:

Facebook Pages:

“Audubon Park City Hall”

“Audubon Park Police Department”

Please visit our website,
www.audubonparkky.org which is the City’s
open archive of municipal reference data &
more!

Thank YOU!

Dee Tronzo who donated chairs to City Hall's meeting
room, a much-needed upgrade!

- Joe Brenner, Austin Schwenker, Joe Tronzo, Olivia

Powell, Pete Becker, and Brenda Hartman have
volunteered their time serve on the Council in 2025.
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- Laura Kelty, City Archivist, who has been invaluable
to our City.

- The Baders, longtime Dogwood Festival Volunteers

- Mitchell Kersting, Building Director, we appreciate the
time he donates to our City

- Elyse Shackleton for serving 3.5 years on City Council

- Mick & Rick Vissing for the work they do in the park!

City Calendar

- September 16—Residential Rehab State Tax Credit
Presentation 7:00pm at City Hall by Mitchell Kersting

- October 12 —City Wide Yard Sale 8am-2pm
- October 16 —Brightside Cleanup

- October 29—Resident Chili and Cornbread Cookoff
with the Cops 5:30-7:30 at City Hall

- October 31—Halloween Neighborhood Trick or Treat

- December 8—Audubon Park Police guide Santa
through the neighborhood & Light up Audubon

AUDUBON PARK POLICE
Mike Murdoch- Police Chief
I've been police chief for 9 months now and

have enjoyed getting to know the city and its
citizens. We have spent a considerable amount
of time identifying and addressing specific
policing needs for our small city given its
location and surrounding communities.

During the summer months, we have seen a
small increase in people accessing unlocked
vehicles. “Opportunity criminals” will almost
always go past locked cars, garages, and
houses.

We are encouraging everyone to follow the
“9 P.M. Routine”. Around 9 P.M. each
evening, conduct a small security check of your
home and vehicles to make sure everything is
secure, doors locked and garages closed.
Please follow our Audubon Park Police

Facebook page for more tips.
SPEED

LIMIT
25 We have two new speed signs to help
address speeding in the Park. The signs on
Cardinal Drive and Audubon Parkway have
made an impact on slowing down cars, making

the city safer. We will continue to run radar and
observe for speeding on all city streets as the
safety of our residents, and the children going
to and from school, is our highest priority.

Make sure to stop by and see our officers
and other city officials at the “2nd Annual Chili
& Cornbread Cookoff with the Cops” on
October 29, 2024. The great staff at the U of L
Hospital Burn Center will be in attendance
again, as well as firefighters, media, and
hopefully you! It was a great event last year
with several door prizes and prizes for best
chili and best cornbread will be awarded. We
are so grateful to partner with them for this
event. More information will be shared on
social media, including a sign up QR code.

Lt. Colonel Mike O’Donnell and | are always
available to speak with residents on how we
can work together to improve our City. Please
don’t hesitate to call us or stop by the office
with any suggestions or concerns.

FOREST BOARD NEWS

Aaron Morris- Chairperson
Too soon again this year, it's nearly autumn in
the Bluegrass. Mornings are chillier, kids are
back in school and we’ll all be raking leaves
soon. That doesn’t mean it’s too soon to plan
for next spring though! Early spring is the best
time to plant trees, and that’s what we plan to
do in February.
Again this year we’re offering high quality trees
through our partnership with Trees Louisville —
planted in the spot of your choosing for only
$150! We're working on what types of trees to
order now, so if you want one please let me
know! We've lost a lot of trees to storms over
the past few years, and we would love to
replace some of our valuable tree canopy.
Speaking of defending our tree canopy — we're
working to re-constitute the formal Forest
Board. After Covid I've unfortunately let the
meetings lapse. I’'m sorry everyone! But I've
reached out to current members and we're
getting back together. Several people’s terms
have expired so we need some new neighbors
as well! If you're interested in being on the
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Forest Board and having a say in the future of
our city please reach out!

The Forest Board only meets once a quarter.
Other than that we advise and consult with city
officials on all things tree related from plantings
to annual pruning and tree removals. We also
ask you to be ambassadors to your neighbors
and conduits of information for the latest in
Forest Board news. No particular tree
knowledge is needed beyond an appreciation
for our wonderful urban forest.

As always, if you have any tree-related
questions or concerns feel free to email me at
aaronlane@gmail.com or call or text at 502-
641-7810. You can also leave a message with
my dog Wallace who runs along the fence at
the corner of Linnet and Cardinal. Fair warning
though — he’s terrible about delivering them.

Residential Rehab State Tax Credit

Presentation

Join Architect and Historic Preservation

Specialist Mitchell Kersting, AlA, for this

educational presentation about how the

Historic Tax Credit program applies to

Audubon Park residents and their home

renovations.

September 16, 2024, at 7PM

Rehabilitation Tax Credits: R

Residence:
30% State

Income:
20% State &
20% Federal

Other:
20% State

An investment credit for historic

(Part 1 form) Certified Structures
planning to complete a certified \
(Part 2 form) Rehabilitation Proje&j‘ |
with 24-months of QREs fora “s'|
(Part 3 form) Final Certification
to receive income tax credits. -

AUDUBON PARK GARDEN CLUB NEWS
Joanne Bader
Dogwood District Meeting to be held at
Audubon Country Club Oct. 16th
The Audubon Park Garden Club, in conjunction
with the Jeffersontown Garden Club, is
privileged to host the Dogwood District Meeting

of the State Garden Club of Kentucky at
Audubon Country Club on Wednesday,
October 16th. Garden clubs in Kentucky are
divided into different districts and hold annual
meetings for their member clubs. Among this
year’s event, the Dogwood District will host a
luncheon with guest speaker, the Rev. Lee
Payne, Jr. who is well known throughout the
Louisville area for his informative lectures,
posts and pictures of local birds and wildlife,
especially those found in Cave Hill Cemetery.
Rev. Payne is a member of the Louisville
Audubon Society as well as Chaplain and
Wildlife Specialist at Cave Hill.

Reservations are required to attend the
luncheon and speaker’s program which is titled
“Birds, Fowl, and other Feathered Friends’.
Registration forms for members of area garden
clubs will be available in the September
Garden Club of Kentucky Bulletin. For all
others who wish to attend this event, copies of
the registration form with payment instructions
will be available at Audubon Park City Hall,
3340 Robin Road from the City Clerk between
the hours of 9 am — 3 pm Monday-Friday,
starting around the beginning of September.
Registration and payment need to be returned
by October 1st. If you are interested in
attending but cannot get to City Hall within its
hours of operation, please contact Janet
Shumate at 636-0111 who can mail you the
required forms.

Rev. Payne was a featured speaker at the
Garden Club’s Annual Fall Dinner in October,
2021 and was well received as a
knowledgeable and engaging speaker. We
hope you and any friends or family who are
interested can attend!

Brightside Cleanup Scheduled for October 19th
This year, Brightside has scheduled its fall
cleanup date on Saturday, October, 16th.
Audubon Park has participated in this local
event for over a decade, focusing its efforts on
cleaning litter and weeds from the City’s
entrance and contiguous areas on Preston
Highway under the aegis of the Audubon Park
Garden Club. Marie Eff, a Garden Club
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member, will help oversee this event, starting
at 9 am, and will provide trash bags, garden
gloves and some gardening tools to help with
the cleanup. Brightside t-shirts are even
available to all volunteers!

Volunteers are needed — students needing
service hours are welcome — and encouraged
to also bring their own brooms, weeders,
dustpans and rakes. The timing of the event is
perfect as mid-October usually heralds
beautiful, cool fall weather. If you have any
questions, please contact Marie Eff at 635-
7928. Please plan to volunteer for an hour or
two!

During the spring cleanup held on Saturday,
April 13th earlier this year, we had 8 volunteers
show up — even a father/daughter duo! During
a perfect cool spring morning, the group was
pleasantly surprised to find much less trash
than normal! But every little bit cleaned up
helps to improve the entrance to the beauty
that is Audubon Park!

UPCOMING GARDEN CLUB PROGRAMS 24-25
We would like to invite everyone to consider
joining the Garden Club. Membership is no
longer restricted to Audubon Park residents
and in recent years, we have seen several
non-residents join as well as several
husband/wife couples. The annual cost of
membership is $35 per individual and $65 per
couple. If you are interested in joining, please
contact Membership Chair Janet Shumate at
636-0111.

The Garden Club will begin its new year of
programs starting in September 2024.
Programs are open to all residents and their
guests and are held at Audubon Park City Hall,
3340 Robin Road, beginning at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise noted).

Wednesday, October 16, 2024: “Birds, Fowl and
Other Feathered Friends” with guest speaker Rev.
Lee Payne, Jr., Member of Louisville Audubon
Society, and Chaplain and Wildlife Specialist at
Cave Hill Cemetery. This program is being held in
conjunction with the Dogwood District Meeting of
the Garden Club of Kentucky at Audubon Country
Club, 3265 Robin Road. Registration forms must be
submitted with payment for the luncheon by

October 1st. More detailed instructions are
indicated in the article above. Check In begins at
9 am and the general meeting begins at 10 am.
Monday, November 11, 2024: “Exploring
Bernheim Forest” with guest speakers, Melissa
Raley, Bernheim Director of Advancement and
Lindsay Duncan, Bernheim Corporate Partners
Manager.

Monday, February 10, 2025: “Vertical Gardening”
with guest speaker, Lorilee Kunze, Horticultural
Agent with the Bullitt County Extension Office. This
program will be held in conjunction with the Winter
Potluck Luncheon and will take place at Audubon
Baptist Church, 1046 Hess Lane at 11:00 a.m.
Visitors are welcome.

News You Can Use

- Permits are required for any work on city street
easement trees including pruning or removal.
Tree companies must have insurance.

- If you have questions about building plans or
would like to make a complaint regarding a
violation, reach out to Otto Mock. 502-554-
6105 codeenforcement@audubonparkky.org

- Street light outages can be reported through
our website or https://tinyurl.com/yheksmmx

- Property owners 65+ get a Homestead
Exemption on their primary residence. Contact
the PVA for details.

- Trash can only be set out the day before

pickup and must be removed the day of
collection. Mattresses and upholstered
furniture must be wrapped in plastic and
scheduled to be picked up.

- Sign up for Reach Alert to get monthly trash
and recycling schedules sent to you:
https://tinyurl.com/yc7ct83y

- The City Clerk’s office is open Monday-Friday
9am-3pm. Check the City Website if you are
unsure about holidays.

- To reach an Audubon Park Police Officer
outside of business hours, call the Sheriff's
Office which will let an Audubon Park Police
officer know. 502.574.5471
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LIFE IS ONE BIG MATH PROBLEM
Councilmember Joe Brenner

When | was young and growing up, my dearly
departed father used to say to me, “Son, if
you're working on an issue/problem and it
doesn't add up, take a step back and consider
what you're doing. Life is just a math problem
in waiting.” My dad was right. Here's why:

As a first-term city councilor for the City of
Audubon Park, | have spent most of my time
working with the mayor and the other city
councilors on the budget, city spending issues,
and the like. IMO, we have an issue that needs
to be addressed. In the spring of this year
(2024), when we were putting together the
budget for fiscal 2025, (July 1, 2024 to June 30,
2025), the Mayor and council concluded that we
had a revenue shortfall that needed to be
addressed. Will talk about the revenue shortfall
shortly. So as a council, we voted to keep the
city tax rate at 28 cents per hundred of PVA
valuation on our homes, which would have
raised additional funding to cover
shortfalls. Our esteemed former Mayor, Dorn
Crawford, disagreed with our math, and put
together a recall petition, which was successful
in overturning the 28-cent rate, and ultimately
the rate was reduced to 23.2 cents, resulting in
lower city revenues of $100K or so. Let's be
clear: Dorn and his team, who led the petition,
were well within their rights to take action, and |
laud them for their efforts. However, | would
argue that they didn’t fully understand the
financial implications.

So, | went back and looked at my 2024 tax bill
and compared it to prior bills. My tax bill would
have risen $254 dollars if we had enacted the
28-cent rate, not an insignificant amount. On
the other hand, my home was one of many that
was reassessed by the PVA. My value went
from $414K to $581K. Here is another math
problem. So why did my valuation go up so
much as did many of yours? Well, because the
mayor, the police and our few other employees
work hard to keep this place a great place to

live. | want that to continue. | assume you do
too. Would | trade $254 tax increase annually
for a $167K increase in my
property? Absolutely, | would. It's a math

problem.
Here’s where the City is today:

A. We've decided that in order to keep Audubon
Park the way it is, we must have a full-time
police department. The vast majority of people
who live in Audubon, agree with that. Well, if we
are going to have that and have them patrol our
city 24/7, so we can feel safe, walking, running,
exercising our pets, etc..., then we got to pay for
it. Police are woefully underpaid as it is. In
addition to paying our force, we must have the
necessary equipment so they can do their
job. Our cars are second and third hand cars
that we get from other police forces who are
upgrading and selling off their old stuff. We
have no reserve for such future purchases.

B. The other major asset of the city is its parks
and roads. We have approximately 8 miles of
roads in Audubon Park. They are in general,
nicely paved at the moment. The roads were
last addressed in 2019-2020. At that time,
because we didn't have enough in the road fund,
we borrowed $200K from a bank to do the road
paving. Small cities like Audubon should not be
borrowing money for such projects. We should
pay as we go. So, here we are 4 years
later. Our road fund has no money set aside,
and we still owe approximately half the
debt. The roads won't last forever. Winter
assures us of that. So, let's say we don't have
to touch the roads until 2030, another 6
years. Math problem: Where are we
then? Debt is likely paid off but based on the
low tax rate, it is unlikely we would have any
significant dollars in our road fund to address
the issue. Made a few calls and if what | am
hearing is correct, if we had to repave our
streets, all 8 miles, couldn't do it for less than
$1M. OK, I'll grant you that all roads aren’t
going bad all at once. However, think about the
point of the math issue. Numbers don't lie. We
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need to be putting money in the road fund every
year for future expenditures.

C. Otherissues are as follows: For the few city
employees we have, we pay no benefits and
have no retirement plan. Can't afford it. The
mayor's role comes with no
compensation. That's not right either. | can tell
you that our present mayor is working for the
city some part of most every day, as did
previous mayors. Job deserves some kind of
compensation. And finally, in speaking with
other city officials of small cities like Audubon
Park, many of them, not all, do have road
reserves, equipment reserves, and they pay
their mayors at least a stipend. | could go on.

If we want Audubon Park to remain this lovely
little city it is to live in, then we must be willing to
pay the piper.

Finally, | will recommend again next year that
we raise the tax rate up to at least 28 cents. |
want you to see it coming. | want you to know
why it's coming. It's a necessity if we expect to
keep Audubon reasonably up to date, safe and
have a plan for the future, like roads. | am not
speaking for the mayor or any of my fellow
councilors. But what we are doing on our city
budget, doesn't add up to me. Pappy was
right....do the math.

Feel free to reach out to me, directly, if you
would like to discuss more: 502-939-9000.

I//

“ % MARK YOUR CALENDARS
CITY OF AUDUBON PARK
CITY -WIDE YARD SALE

Join us for a fantastic community yard sale right in our
neighborhood! It's the perfect opportunity to find hidden
treasures, and score amazing deals.

o] | w- .
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Residents are selling a selection of used, but not abused, items ranging from
0 00" tays, books, clothing, furniture, house decor and more!
gyent All very reasonable prices!

Waste Management Schedule

September October

November December

9.18 All Services  10.2-- All Services  11.6--Trash & Yard 12.4--Trash and Yard

9.25 Trash and Yar 10.9-- Trash & Yard 11.13-- All Services 12.11--All Services
10.16--All Services 11.20--Trash & Yard 12.18--Trash and Yard
10.23--Trash & Yard 11.27--All Services 12.26--All Services
10.30--All Services
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UofL Hospital Burn Center
UL Health

2ND ANNUAL

CHILI

& CORNBREAD

COOKOFF

WITH THE COPS

Come taste delicious chili and cormbread from Frank's Meat and Produce

and sample contestants chili! Meet friendly folks from Audubon Park, UL

Hospital Burn Center, and the Audubon Park Police Department. Kids are
welcome in their Halloween costumes for added fun!

October 29, 2024
5:30-7:30 pm
Judging will start at 6:00 pm

Special thanks to our anonymous
donor & Frank's Meat and Produce
who donated to our event!

COMPETITION
ENTRY FEE

\

Audubon Park City Hall
3340 Robin Road
Louisville, KY 40213
. Questions? Please call
SCAN TO COMPETE
AND RSVP 502.637.5066 ext 301
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